
Oxmoor Community Action Group – Huntingdon North Ward

OCAG-NoW making it happen for you
www.OCAG-Now.webs.com   OCAG.NoW@gmail.com

OCAG Community Meeting

Held on 6 January 2012

10:00 Medway Centre Huntingdon

 

Present: Jill Watkin-Tavener (OCAG Chairperson)
Alan McKender-Lawrence (OCAG Treasurer)
17 more people including 11 residents.
Guests: Emma Hudgell - Wood Green, The Animals Charity (formerly Wood

Green Animal Shelters
Marvin Symes & Graham Bird – CANDO
Claudia Deeth – Huntingdon District Council
Jude Hiley – Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
Sandra Warren PCSO  

There were two apologies for absence.

Topics for this meeting:

1) ‘Dog Action Day’ Dog ownership & talent day – Emma Hudgell
Emma Hudgell from Wood Green, The Animals Charity (formerly Wood Green Animal Shelter) gave 
a short intro to her role then described the type of things WG is able to provide for this Dog Action 
Day event:

Wood Green will offer free weight and microchip checks as well as a stand with children’s 
enrichment making for dogs. This would include making treat bottles, forage boxes and chewy 
tubes, as well as Emma bringing handouts on a range of dog care and advice. 

WG can offer something called 'School for Dogs' which is where adults and children can come 
along and pay a small fee of £2 and show how they’ve trained their dogs to gain a rosette. It’s a 
fun way to encourage owners to train their dogs and encourage responsible pet ownership.

It has been agreed by members to hold the event on Saturday 18 February 11:00 – 14:00 on 
Coneygear Park. The Huntingdon Town Council (HTC) marquee has been provisionally booked, Jill 
to confirm the date with HTC.  [See update on page 4.]

Alan thanked Michael for designing the ‘Poop then Scoop’ poster. In return Michael offered to make 
a poster for the Dog Action Day.  

Diane suggested the poster could be turned into flags highlighting to owners they should take 
responsibility for their dogs. Also suggested using a coloured spray, Diane will speak to 
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) re spray and ask about posters they use. Wardens and 
Street Reps have agreed to help highlight the hot spots.
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Emma offered to contact schools and liaise with Amanda who has contacted some schools as part 
of the sub-groups programme and suggested talking to the schools about holding a competition 
with a prize for the winner to be presented at the park. Jill will provide them with each others 
contact details.

2)  Multi-use Games Area (MUGA) – Claudia Deeth, Huntingdonshire District Council 
(HDC)
Claudia first explained her role as Community Safety Team Leader then discussed the Multi Use 
Games Area (MUGA) to be erected on the green where the footpath meets Sallowbush Road. The 
MUGA will be enclosed and lit until 10:00pm (winter months) to allow it to be used all year round.

A Survey has been conducted and received favourably by local residents. Funding has come from 
Section 106 money plus other sources, and expected installation to be completed by Easter.

There is to be new traffic calming installed. Chris has concerns about the location being obstructed 
by trees which should be cut back so that people crossing can easily be seen. Claudia will have this 
checked. She also confirmed to find out if seating is required and consultation with young people 
will take place. HDC will be looking into possible CCTV being in place to monitor the facility.
If anyone has a issues they should report it to the Community Safety Team at HDC: 01480 388388

3) Street Scene 
a) Police Report - Sgt. Jude Hiley
There have been a number of bike thefts and criminal damage in the area. Criminal damage has 
increased in certain areas. More Patrols have been put in place to try and get the situation under 
control. Jude explained residents need to keep reporting using the 101 non-emergency Police 
number. Changes are taking place over the coming months regarding how policing of the area will 
happen. 

Regarding drink misuse, leaflets are to be produced in a number of different languages, as people 
still feel intimidated with drinking in streets.

Alan discussed distraction burglary in the area and how residents need to be vigilant when 
answering the door particularly if they are not expecting anyone and don’t know who is there. 

b) Street Reps. - Peter Cunningbour
Peter has had complaints about the derelict Longbow pub site at the top of Sapley. Fly tipping etc. 
Future of the site? Owners? Clear-up?
Claudia offered to speak with the team and give feedback to Jill. [See update on page 4.]

4) OCAG Review
Jill explained CANDO had conducted a review of OCAG recently and the number of positive results 
that came out of the review endorsed that OCAG more than ever serves a purpose in the 
community. This was illustrated in a presentation given by Alan pointing out OCAG strengths and 
weaknesses and those areas have been addressed with new policies in place. Pauline & Dave, 
working on communication, have opened an OCAG web page, email and Facebook Page. Alan 
thanked them both for their support. In addition OCAG has planned a number of community 
events for 2012, starting February there will be one a month. OCAG is hoping to get 
Huntingdonshire Regional College (HRC) sports tutors to head up the sports event, then stressed 
the point volunteers will be needed for all events. Lee and Michael offered their help. Diane 
advised the Group that there is funding available for these events.

Chris raised concerns received from residents living in and around Coneygear Park about noisy 
fireworks. Jill will check this with the Firework Company and action notifying those residents prior 
to any display. 

Alan introduced Marvin & Graham from CANDO who explained what the organisation does and 
how the community review/health check came about. Marvin explained what work had been done 
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with OCAG and the results of the review. The results will be presented to a number of 
organisations over the coming weeks to generate more interest and volunteer involvement.
Taken place recently was a door-to-door survey as part of the review. This highlighted communication, 
likes and dislikes, and a wish list for action by OCAG such as bringing back Moor News. 

Alan talked about OCAG linking up with Huntingdonshire Community Group (HCG) for 
Neighbourhood communication across the whole area. Discussion took place regarding the 
benefits of creating a Community Alliance – all groups working together as a team. 

Alan went on to say there are deeper issues in communicating with residents other than just 
putting on events, for instance, those who do not have access to computers. In response to this 
Georgie advised that St. Barnabas Learning Centre has open learning throughout the week 09:00 – 
21:00 (with the exception of Thursday) when anyone can come along, speak to Julie who will get 
the computers set up and give instruction on how to use Facebook and Internet access.

It was suggested a rotating billboard around the area might work better than leaflets. 

5) Community Reporters
Marvin explained what Community Reporters are and what they will do.
OCAG has put in a bid for funding to set-up and train local people as Community Reporters. 
Equipment will be provided for communicating, e.g. cameras. 

An article can then be put on a dedicated website to report back on all the good things that are 
happening in the area. It is a way of learning new skills and inter-generational work. Marvin hopes 
to train 30 community reporters, starting as soon as the funding is in place. There will be 8 – 10 
people per session, who could achieve three levels of reporting, thereafter two trained to teach 
new reporters. This will provide a continuity and sustainable project.

6) Updates  
a) Norfolk Road issue to be carried forward to next meeting.

b)Moor In Bloom – Georgie Andrews 
MIB has retained a Silver award as best Urban Community. Spring Common School received a 
discretionary award as best school in the country. Anglia In Bloom have put Oxmoor forward for 
Britain in Bloom 2012. The MIB Christmas Fair was very good, with request for another one this 
year.

c) Oxmoor In Bloom – Michael Bates
Urban community gardens will be this years project.

The meeting finished at 12:10

Time & Date of Next Meeting: Friday 3 February at Medway Centre 10.00 – 12.00

Thereafter: 2 March 

13 April, 

4 May 

(June & July subject to events)

3 August

7 September

5 October

2 November

7 December
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2012 OCAG Events: Coneygear Park

18 February Dog Action Day 11.00 until 14:00 – “dogs bring your owners” 
Wood Green, The Animals Charity activity and award winning show.

June – Queens Jubilee Fun Day with fireworks

July – Olympic Torch ‘It’s a Knock Out’ with BBQ.

(Anglia In Bloom will be Judge Oxmoor)  

August – Open Air Music concert

(Britain In Bloom will be Judging Oxmoor) 

September – Britain in Bloom award 

November – Firework Display

Additional Events: 

24 March Easter Fair at The Medway Centre 10:00 – 16:00 
Easter Bonnet Parade & Super Hero, stalls and activities

14 July Unity in The Community at Huntingdonshire Regional College

Updates to the Meeting

Re: Longbow Claudia has contacted HDC Licensing & Ops. Division who inspected the area on 
Monday 9 January and took photos of the fly tipping and litter. Now working on contacting the 
owner plus considering action under section 92a of Environmental Protection Act 1990 to get this 
cleared by the owner.

Re: Dog Action Day The marquee has been confirmed for 18 February. 
HDC Animal Welfare Officer - Stephanie Harlock - will be there with free Poo bags, leaflets, and 
advice.
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